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OBSERVATI ON 8, 


REASONS OFFERED 


1 T HE 
Ls 92 Wet 2 


PROPRIETORS OF ESTATES IN: Tur NORTH LEVEL, 


AGAINST THE INTRODUCTION OF ANY NEW TAX, 
N 0 , ' b* 8 # 3 a 
* f = 1 
14 A | 9 1 6 21 


AVING: lately met ok a de ſigned Geo. 

 MaxwELL, Agent to Sir Sampſon Gideon, Bart. inti- 
tled «Reaſons offered to the Proprietors of Eftates in the 
North Level, againſt the Introduttion of any Ne ew Tax.” 


As a Proprietor, I could not help being very much ſtruck 
with it, and alarmed at an Attempt to introduce a Plan, which on 
firſt Conſideration appeared to me, as to Mr. Maxwell, abſolutely 
unneceſſary and improper; and as I ſhould be no very inconſiderable 
Contributor to a new Tax, it gave me much Concern to think that a 
Plan ſhould be in Agitation, which if carried into Execution would 
be ſo injurious to my. own, and the Country's Intereſt —And in order 
to convince other Proprietors I might happen to meet with, of 


the 


143 


dne Propricty of Mr. Maxwell's reaſoning, 1 too was led into an In- 
cltigation of the Subject, which on further conſidering I was furpriſed 
8 diſcover, that inſtead of Reaſons, Mr. Maxwell had fubltitmed 
Opinion; inſtead Of Facts, bold Allcrtions; that his Statements were 
founded in Error and Partiality ; and his Purpoſe ſeeming to be 
SOMETHING, widely differing from THE ALERT ATION: 
OF THE NORTH. LEVEL. N . 


To undeceive others, who like myſelf, may at firſt be miſled b 
the apparent Solicitude of Mr. Maxwell for their Intereſts, and that 
Statements and Sentiments ſo erronequs in ſo great a. Concern, may 
not go forth to the Public unnoticed, has impelled me to this Pub- 
lication, and if what is here offered, ſhall prove of any ule to a 
fingle Individual and awaken their Attention to their real beret, 
I too ſhall be S gratified' for my Trouble. 
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And firſt with reſpect to the « Plan for raiſing Money to maintain and 
. "preſerve the Works belonging to the North Level, and for the diſcharg- 
ing the Debts contratted thereon” — an 3 or lels reſpectable 
Writer than Mr. Maxwell might be ſuſpected of having invented it 
himſelf, for the Purpoſe of ſhewing his Ingenuity in objetting to it, 
for ſuch an one, hath certainly never appeared before the Public; 
but from Mr. Maxwell's Declarations it ſeems there is one ſomewhere, 
For he ſays, the Application for it, is premature, and that a Scheme 
for a new Tax of 1s. per Acre, is meant to be introduced for 1g years, 
and from what he ſays further, it appears that Application to Parlia- 
ment, is intended to be made for it, the enſuing Seſſions, if fo, and 
Mr. Maxwell knows it, it will undoubtedly be kind in him to apptiſc 
the Public thereof, and who is the Propoſer of j It, —indeed the TuWic 1 
have a Right to erpect! it of him. 22 : * 
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But with reſpet to Mr. Maxwell 8 Obſervations on we F unds that 

form the Revenues of the North Prell 
W NN HO" * thy 

His Statement of the Corporation Fund is s:cetajnly right, and 
16641. 17s. 4d. has been the annual Fund for the Support of the 
Outring Banks of the North Level, and Payment of Officers and 
Collectors Salaries ſince the year 1779, dedutting from which the 
Hoi of 411. paid ey": to the Truſtees for the Welland 
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Bank and Road, towards the Repair of the Taid Bank, and 77). 
to Offlcers for Salaries, leaves the annual Sum of 944): 178. 4d. 
for Repairs of the North Bank, Car Dyke, and Folly Banks from 
1779 until Chriſtmas next, when that Fund will be reduced (after 
deducting the Sums beforementioned) to the Sum of 3461. 118. 10d. 
as appears by a Printed State of the Revenue Debt and Works of che 
Corporation of Bedford Level for the North Level, and as is ſtated 
too in the Act of 19th Geo. III. — This Fund Mr. Maxwell admits 
may be inſufficient for fuch Purpoſes, and takes it upon himſelf to ſay, 
what Sum, V1z. 8ool. per Annum will be fufficient, ſtating as a Reaſon 
the wondeffully encreaſed Size and Strength of the North Bank 
ſince the year 1779, and the Improvement of the Outfal, which 
renders à large, and ſtrong Bank the leſs neceſſary. Now, How does 
Mr. Maxwell prove it has ſo wonderfully increaſed in Size and 
Strength, ſince the year 1779? It was not at any time during that 
Period, in the leaſt Danger of breaking —we have his Aſſertion for it, 
it is true — And it is alſo true, that ſome Parts of it, are of hate 
greatly encreaſed in Size and Strength; having been lately repaired, 
and it is alſo certain, that ſome Parts of it, are at this very time une- 
qual to reſiſting a great Flood, and that ſome Parts of it have been, 
and. are conſtantly decreaſing, ( without almoſt conſtant Repair) 
in Size and Strength, particularly the Silt Bank—yet all this fla 
but little — A4 large and ſtrong Bank will always be neceſſary, nor 
will thoſe who N experienced former Breaches ever be perſuaded 
to the contrary; | thoſe who have not, may be more credulous; 
and ſuppoſing it to be ſo now, the F und to keep it in ſuch State, 
is undoubtedly infufficient: to increaſe which, to the Fund Mr. 
Maxwell ſuppoſes neceſſary ; he propoſes that his Grace the Duke 
of Bedford, and Sir Sampſon Gideon, ſhall purchaſe off, at go years 
Purchaſe, their 6d. per Acre Taxes, laid by an Act 11, Geo. III. 
amounting together to 550. per Annum, which will diſcharge ſo 
much of the Debt, as to make a ſaving in the Intereſt of 275ʃ. 
per Annum. He eſtimates too a ſaving of near 20l. per Annum in 
the Collethon of thoſe Taxes, it will not be ſo much, but this is a 
matter not worth Contention; and the Writer of this is willing to 
admit, that upon this Principle or Plan, the Fund for the Support 
of the North Bank of Moreton's Leamd, Car Dyke, and the Folly 
Banks, may be increaſed to 7ool. per Annüm or thereabbuts; more 
it certainly will not; but without conſidering now, the Sufficiency, 
ey it or 
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or Inſufficiency of it — we will conſider Mr. Maxwell's Plan * 

raiſing the 99 94 and the Effett it will have with re to the 

Duke of Bedfor 

His Grace's annual Tax at 4s. per Kore co be £ WE | 
According to Mr. Maxwell's Information, it is | 

to continue for 13 V ears. N 3 


- {PIER thereof for the 13 Years, | = is £1 MAD <2 
Mr. Maxwell * the Intereſt to amount to _ 3960 5 


And his Grace”: 8 whole Payment to be equal to £1 1 5400 . 
FPhich, N. B. is 174 Years Purchaſe. | | 
His Grace's whole Debt is 13200]: but 
Mr. Maxwell, propoſes paying off ( 62 
only 12500. of it, the Oba 9 ez 
which is 8 
The Tax to be otraialed off, amounts 1 


per Annum to | dl 


Annual Loſs to his Grace = - ©, 186 
Which at 30 Years Purchaſe n 5550 


- 2 


K+ 


11 Making the Difference, or Gain this Grace, to be 25 9850 


. ew". * e 


But this is by no means the true State of the Queſtion; — — 
to conſider it fairly we ſhould ſuppoſe e 8 
The whole of his Grace's Debt to be * off, . "TY + 

n to Fan the 8 Intereſt of * 660 nn 1 

which 23 er 3 cS 4 is 5 
His Grace's Tax to be purchaſed off at 30 Years „„ 

Purchaſe, which raiſes that Sum, will be ; —_— OO. 


| 'Loſs to his Grace LE per Annum £ + 290; =: >» 


Which is equal to a perpetual Tax of gd. per Acre 


| And that . 
6d. per Acre purchaſed off at, 80 years dle, { rn ge 
is cri n ee I 


-- 


carried over — 15 — 


13 


| Brought over -- 135 -- 

But the Value of an Annuity or Tax 74 

of 1s. to continue for 13 Years is not | 

as Mr. Maxwell ſtates it worth 175 >-- 9 5 

years Purchale or 17s. 6d. nor is it | 
worth quite g.years and 5 months, or) 
So that Mr. Maxwell has miſtated this g 

OG. 5h Ot we bf dT * , 


——————— 


| -- 17 6 

or nearly half; — and Sir Sampſon — g 

, Gideon's allo! 

To give 178. 6d. even if it was for 13s. ignorant 

Fenmen will not be perſuaded that is right. 

. We will ſuppole the above Plan of Mr. 

Maxwell's, not agreeable to his Grace, 
and this Tax of 1s. per Acre for 139 9 5 
Years laid, which is equal to 

Add to this a 6d. per Acre Tax, du- * 

ring that Period, and which it is 
ſuppoſed may ceaſe, or be ſuſpended 
then, — 8 Which is 


e eee, LI 12 


The e i IS (4 104 
in \ favour of 5 new Tax, ſuppoſing them Ta to attain the ſame 
Ends, viz. the purchaſing off a 6d. per Acre Tax. — But the latter 
Plan will attain a much more deſirable one. The Suſpenſion of the 
6d. per Acre Tax laid per Act 27, Go. II. which is conſidered as 
much more ſo, than a total Ceſſation of it; and the Debts of his 
.Grace the Duke of Bedford and Sir Sampſon Gideon, as well as 
thoſe of the other. Creditors will be diſcharged. without. any Loſs 
to them at about 28 inſtead of go Years Purchaſe of the Tax. 
From hence it appears, that in caſe the, Fund Mr. Maxwell's 
Plan of purchaſing off the: Taxes in Part, provides ( for with 
reſpe& to purchaſing off ſo much, as ſhall diſcharge, the whole 
Debt, it is utterly impracticable) ſhould not be thought ſufficient, 
* in all * it will not, for who dare W fay, 
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Conſequences, IF IT SHOULD NOT ? —— 7ool. per Annym: 
never has been ſufficient," that,” or ſomething more was the d=ceitful 
annual Fund, from 1754 to) 1763 when the Firſt Breach happened; 

a temporary Tax may be laid, the Effects of which will not be ſo inju- 
rious as Mr. Maxwell repreſents and whoever the Propoſer of the 
Plan Mr. Maxwell alludes to may be, no doubt but his Precedents were 
the Diſtrict Acts, and the laſt Act for Payment of the Commiſſioners 
Debt — and ſhould ſuch an Event take Flace, that the Country ſhall 


ever arrive, at that fortunate Period, when the Sum of 17141. 118. 10d. 


per Annum ſhall remain for the Corporation Works after Payment 


of the 280001, now owing” thereon, and'it ſhall be found to be more 


than is wanting for the. Support of the Banks— let the Reſidue be 
applied towards the Commiſſioners Works, and the whole, or ſuch 
Part as may be thought proper of the oP per Acre Tax per Act 27th, 
Geo. II. be ſuſpended, which that At Tufficiently admits, until any 
Event may make it neceſſary to renew it, or any part of it, for a 
Time; by theſe means, a Reduction of the Taxes, will be obtained, 
equal to the moſt ſanguine Wiſhes of thoſe Proprietors, who are 
intereſted in the General Preſervation of the Level, and a Fund 
provided in Times of neceſſity, without further Application to 
Parliament, or again having Recourſe to that ruinous Syſtem of bor- 
rowing Money—and by the ſmall Exertion of the Temporary Tax 
alluded to, the Country and every Individual therein, will have 
the” happy Reflection of being aſſured, that they y will have pur- 
chaſed for themſelves, their Children, and Poſterity, SECURITY — 
and will tranſmit to them, their Eſtates i in the Nort Level. free from 
Debts, free from Danger. and ſomething more than ideal wealth, or 
imaginary Property: but the direct e will be the Cafe, if 5 
Maxwell's Plan on ly i is adopted. 
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The remaining Part of Mr. Maxwell's Resa mall now be 


confdered, relating to the Commiſſioners Funds and Works. 


Which he' ſtates to be the Works of the Outfal only, and than 
during the laſt 9 Years, it has improved very rapidly, notwithſtanding 
a part of the Original Fund of ggol. 11s. 2d. has been applied towards 


the Payment of the Debt of 14000). and that there will remain at 


Chriſtmas 1788, 9901. 118. 2d. per Annum, ren will be more than 


can 


149800 


can poſſibly be wanted for the mere Purpoſe, of keeping good the 
Outfal; but previous to which, he ſtates the Amount, &c. of the 6d. 
per Acre Tax - the Power to borrow 14000l. on the Credit thereof, 
which was accordingly done, and (as he ſays) laid out on the Works of 
the Outfal, together with another Tax ſubſequently laid for three 
Years, which expired in 1776 or 1777 —he allo takes Notice of the- 
Tax laid for nine Years producing 17941. 168. 8d. per Annum, which 
he ſays together with the {aid ggol. 118. 2d. was to be applied in the 
Works of the Outfal, and in Diſcharge of the 14000l. and that at the 
end of the nine Years, viz. at Chriſtmas 1788 the Tax was to ceaſe, 
leaving the Original Fund of ggol. 11s. 2d. for the Support of the 
Outfal, ſubjett to be lowered at the Diſcretion of the Commiſſioners, 
and which, as it muſſhe more than.can be wanted for the mere Purpoſe. 
of keeping good the Outfal — he thinks, the Proprietors of Eſtates have 
a Right to expect, that the Commiſſioners will lower from 6d. to 4d. an 
Acre. — So that keeping good the Outfal Mr. Maxwell ſtates, as all that 
is neceſſary to be done, with this, the Commiſſioners Fund, and for 


which Purpoſe he appropriates a 4d. per Acre Tax. 


But why he has ſo cautiouſly concealed, for he cannot be ſuppoſed 
to be ignorant of, the other Works belonging to the Commiſſioners, 
and which have hitherto been eſteemed abſolutely neceſſary for the 
| Preſervation of the Level, for the Support of which, this Fund is alſo 
{ubjeR, is beſt known to himſelf. And for the Information of thoſe 
Ignorant Proprietors to whom Mr. Maxwell addreſſes his Publication, 
a State of the Commiſhoners Works is here ſubjoined, from which 
they may form ſome opinion of what Mr, Maxwell means by the. 
Works of the Outfal; and of thoſe Works, he has been pleaſed not to 
inform them of, as requiring no Attention, and to be ſupported at no 
Expence, viz. | 5 | | 


Drains. — Kinderly's Cut at the Sea, the Reſervoir, Shire Drain, 
and the ſeveral Rivers and Drains within the Level containing in 
Length about 48 Miles. 


Banks. The Great Dam acroſs Wiſbich Channel, the Bank on 
the Eaſt ſide Kinderly's Cut, both Banks of the Reſervoir and 
Shire Drain, and the Banks of the Five ſeveral Diſtricts of the 
North Level, containing in Length upwards of 72 Miles. 

SLUICES. 


105 


Yes en Sluice at the. Sea — Hill's Sluice ,—Clow's 


Crols Sluice — and n Pair of e Nane within the. North 
,:Leycl:-.:.; 


1 : 


| 3315528. Nine Cart Bridges over ſeveral Publick Drains. 


.. 


Sat antns, 4.4. leaſt 120l. per Annum. 

And theſe exieaſiva Works, Mr. Maxwell ſays have been fiat. 
ſince the Year 1779 with a leſs Sum than ggol. 118. 2d. per Annum, 
Part of it having been taken towards Payment of the Debt of 14000l 
but the Reaſon for this, he has as cautiouſly concealed, and which for 
the: nene of thoſe ane he 2 is here given. 


. Firſt ere chat it was not 2000l. as Mr. Maxwell ſays, that 
was taken from the Original Fund. towards Payment of the Debt, only. 
1298]: 168. 8d. the Sum of -9696L. gs. 10d. remaining during the nine 


Years for the ſupport of:-Works, about TO 18s. a Year, on an 
A 


The Subſequent Tax: which hs: e of laid d. 
for three Years, and to fees het. in "770 or 1777, : 
did not expire until Feb. 1ſt 1778, and was a Tax & — 
of 28. per Acre on the North Level, and 18. on 5 
Portſand, producing in all! upwards of)? 4 5 

Of the 1400l. in the Years 4778. 1774 and Ag os 


1775 was borrowed = - % 
In the Years 1774 and 1775 hore was redtived 
of the Corporation from the Middle Level Reve-' 


nues, and of the Tyd, and Newton Commiſſioners, 
towards opening Kinderly's Cut, - - - - 


Add the other 'Revenues of the n e e e e 


El deduQting the Intereſt of their Debt from the 


Years 1773 to 1778 and which cannot be eſtimated REP WEgI 0A 
at 1613 than OR ON | 
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_ : which Sum ns laid out during that Period, in che Works belfire 
Rated, in the opening Kinderly's Cut, and putting all the other Works 
belonging to the Commiſſioners into as complete a State as their 
Nature and Situation would admit. — So that in the Year 1779, the 
Whole of the Works might be ſaid to be nearly in a State of Perfec- 
tion, and of courſe leſs expenſive to preſerve during the enſuing 
nine Years, and this has been the Reaſon why they have admitted of a 
Part of their Fund being appropriated towards Payment of the Debt 
of 14000l. but thoſe Works are not in ſuch a State of Perfection at 
this preſent Time. — But what is Mr. Maxwell's Statement of the 
Commiſſioners Works? And his Reaſons for Reducing their Taxes ? 


II. Maxwell ſays, ſince the Year 1779 the Outfal has improved 
very rapidly; now the very reverſe happens to be the caſe; if by the + 
Outfal we are to ſuppoſe he means, the State of the Water at Gun- 
thorpe*Stuice; as any one may convinee himſelf, not by what is here 
aſſerted, but by ocular Proof there. About the Year 1779 and during 
the Winter Seaſon, the Threſhold of that Sluice on, the Sea fide was 
frequently run dry, and the Low-water-mark in the Channel or New 
Cut nas been conſiderably lower, but this is not the caſe now, neither 
was it laſt Winter, it was ſeveral Feet higher, and it is to be feared, it 
- will be ſo again the enſuing, nevertheleſs the Outfal is undoubtedly in 
a good State, and the Floods in the Waſhes might deſcend much 
quicker, if all the Obſtructions to their ſo doing, were removed. 


+» This is the Reſult of an Enquiry into the Merits of Mr. Maxwell's 
” Reaſons, which at firſt from the Confidence with which he has deli- 
vered them, did almoſt ſtagger Behef, but on inveſtigating, appear ſo 
exceedingly fallacious, that as a warm well wiſher to the Proſperity 
of the Level, and Intereſt of Individuals, therein, the Writer has 
ſubmitted to their Conſideration, truſting, that a Regard to his own 
Intereſt in the Level hath not miſled him, nor that a too great 
Regard for the Intereſt of bis, Employer which he would certainly 
Conſider as his own, way not Have miſled Mr, Maxwell. —Sir Sampſon 
Gideon hath very extenſive Property in the Middle Level; that belong- 
ing to him in the North Level, from its Situation, at leaſt the moſt valua- 
ble Part of it, may be ſuppoſed to be out of the Reach of Drowning 
from a Breach of the North Bank of Moreton's Leame, and not 

equally dependant with the reſt of the Level, on great Part of the 
of F WI. Com- 


( #) 


Commiſſioners Works. No other Proprietor in the "North Level is 
fimilarly ſituate, with Sir Sampſon, but whoſe * 4 therein, Let it © 
be remembered, is chiefly Adventure Land, which umſtance proba- F 
bly may have occaſioned him hitherto, ho if reluttantly, to ſubmit to 
the Shackles of thoſe Taxes, of which Mr. Maxwell fo . Lomplaine. 


48 A Palliative or li 2h Relief, 4 ſmati and wenk No#th Bank, may ſult 3 

Sir Sampſon Gideon” s Cafe; but that nothing leſs than a radical Cure, 
and which is fo eafily to be obtained, (at the moſt that it can be called 
Tearce one Year's Rent but if a Suſpenſion of the 6d. per Aere Tax, 
takes place and of which there ean be bo doubt, at little; or nb 
i can Kr the N orth Level i in en are the * 
ments 
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